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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 4922 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDEV, PORG, SF, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: SAG PROTESTS SWAPO ATTACK ON KATIMA MULILO 

REF: PRETORIA 4916 

1 . SAG DEPT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS SECRETARY BRAND FOURIE 
CALLED THE PRETORIA FIVE IN AT 0900 THIS MORNING TO DISCUSS 
THE REPORTED SWAPO BOMBARDMENT OF KATIMA MULILO IN THE 
CAPRIVI STRIP. FOURIE SAID FOREIGN MINISTER BOTHA WOULD 
HAVE TALKED TO US HIMSELF BUT HAD TO LEAVE EARLY THIS 
MORNING TO ATTEND THE NATIONAL PARTY CONGRESS IN EAST 
LONDON. 

2. FOURIE BEGAN BY NOTING THAT THE FIVE WOULD RECALL 
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THAT BOTHA HAD INFORMED THEM ON TWO OR THREE OCCASIONS 
THAT THE SAG KNEW AN ATTACK WAS BEING PLANNED FROM 
ACROSS THE RIVER IN ZAMBIA AGAINST KATIMA MULILO. 

(WHEN I SAID I COULD RECALL NO SPECIFIC MENTION OF 
KATIMA MULILO AS OPPOSED TO THE GENERAL THREAT OF AN 
ATTACK, FOURIE SAID, AND THREE OF THE OTHER FOUR 
CONFIRMED, THAT KATIMA MULILO HAD BEEN MENTIONED BEFORE 
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MY ARRIVAL, ABOUT THE TIME OF THE CASSINGA RAID OR 
EARLIER.) FOURIE SAID THAT UN ADVISOR GENERAL PHILLIP, 

AND APPARENTLY ALSO MR. AHTISAARI, HAD BEEN GIVEN 
SPECIFIC INFORMATION ABOUT SWAPO TROOPS BEING MOVED UP 
TO THE BORDER. 

3. FOURIE THEN MADE A POINT OF THE FACT THAT THE 
WESTERN FIVE'S APPEAL TO SWAPO AND OTHER PARTIES 

HAD OBVIOUSLY NOT HAD THE DESIRED FAVORABLE RESULT. HE 
CHARACTERIZED THE LATEST INCIDENT AS ONE OF A PROGRESSIVE 
SERIES OF ACTS SHOWING GROWING ARROGANCE ON SWAPO'S PART 
WHICH WAS TAKEN IN A VERY SERIOUS LIGHT BY THE SAG. 

4. FOURIE SAID ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL STEYN WAS FLYING 
UP TO KATIMA MULILO TO LOOK INTO THE SIUTATION. HE WAS 
NOT SURE HOW MANY DEAD AND WOUNDED THERE WERE. THE 
BOMBARDMENT, BY ROCKETS AND ARTILLERY, STARTED AT 01 15 
THIS MORNING "AND RESUMED SOME TIME LATER." HE WAS 
AWAITING FURTHER REPORTS REGARDING ZAMBIAN DEFENCE FORCE 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE RAID, AS REPORTED BY SABC, BUT COULD 
NOT CONFIRM THE SABC REPORTS AT THIS TIME. HE ALSO 

DID NOT KNOW WHAT COUNTERACTION CAME FROM THE SADF, 
ALTHOUGH THE SABC REPORTED THAT THE SADF HAD RETURNED 
THE FIRE. 

5. ASKED WHETHER ANY OF THE RESIDUAL UN PERSONNEL LEFT 
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BEHIND BY AHTISAARI WERE IN KATIMA MULILO, FOURID DID 
NOT KNOW, BUT LATER HE CALLED THE GERMAN AMBASSADOR 
TO REPORT THAT THE SENIOR UN MAN, NAMED RIDDELL, HAD 
BREN INVITED TO GO WITH STEYN TO VISIT THE TOWN BUT 
DECLINED AND HAD NO MANDATE TO ACEPT SUCH AN IMVITATION. 

6. FOURIE SAID "OFF THE RECORD" THAT HE DID NOT THINK 
THIS INCIDENT WILL BE TAKEN "LYING DOWN". THE FIVE ALL 
URGED THAT, WHILE WE UNDERSTOOD HOW DIFFICULT IT MIGHT 
BE, RESTRAINT CONTINUED TO BE OF THE GREATEST IMPORTANCE 
AT THIS DELICATE JUNCTURE. FOURIE MADE THE EXPECTED 
COMPLAINTS ABOUT ARROGANCE AND LACK OF RESTRAINT ON THE 
OTHER SIDE, ARGUING THAT THERE WAS ONLY ONE THING THESE 
PEOPLE UNDERSTOOD. WE URGED THAT IT WOULD BE MUCH EASIER 
FOR ALL INVOLVED TO INSIST ON PEACE ONCE A SECURITY 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION HAD BEEN PASSED TO IMPLEMENT THE 
SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL AND INSTITUTE A CEASE FIRE. "I CAN 
TELL YOU" FOURIE REPLIED BITTERLY, "THAT SWAPO WON T 
OBSERVE A CEASE FIRE AND THEY WON'T BE MONITORED ON THE 
OTHER SIDE." HE SPOKE SEVERAL TIMES OF THE BUILD-UP 

ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE BORDER (TO WHICH UK AMBASSADOR 
SCOTT NOTED THAT TO BE FAIR, FOURIE HAD TO AGREE THAT 
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THE SAG HAD BUILT UP ITS FORCES ON THE NAMIBIAN SIDE 
OF THE BORDER), AND ALSO NOTED THAT THE ZAMBIANS COULD 
DO LITTLE TO CONTROL THE SWAPO AND RHODESIAN FORCES IN 
THEIR COUNTRY. 

6. THE MEETING LASTED ABOUT 25 MINUTES, AND THE FIVE 
CONCLUDED THE MEETING BY TELLING FOURIE WE WOULD REPORT 
HIS DEMARCHE TO OUR GOVERNMENTS. ON THE WAY OUT WE 
AGREED THAT THERE WAS NO NEED FOR A JOINT REPORT OR 
ASSESSMENT. AS SCOTT COMMENTED, WE NEED THIS INCIDENT 
LIKE A HOLE IN THE HEAD. 

EDMONDSON 
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